plications.   No Congressman can go further with-
out the Congress altering it.
"I have made up my mind.   It fully protects
the autonomy of provinces and also minorities. It
must also be remembered that the pledge given
by the Lahore Congress to the Sikh community
cannot be ignored.   If we are a true democracy,
a day must come when nobody will feel that he
belongs to a minority.   That has been the goal to-
wards which the Congress has been working."
This was followed up by a bold and uncompro-
mising resolution of the Working Committee which
pledged the nation against disruption.   The resolution
divided itself under five heads.
1.    India must have a strong nation state.
2.    The constitution must  be federal  with   the
fullest possible autonomy for the federating units.
3.    The residuary powers must rest in the units.
4.    Minority  rights   should  be   protected  by  a
clause on fundamental rights in the constitution.
5.    The principle that the people of a territorial
unit should not be compelled to remain in the Indian
Union is accepted, but its application is hedged in byf
the qualification that it does not create fresh prob-
lems   or  exercise  compulsion   on   other  substantial
groups within that area.
The resolution made one thing clear. The Con-
gress would not permit its representatives to be op-
pressed by the demand for appeasement. If centri-
fugal forces had rights, so had the integrating forces.
If self-determination was a principle worthy of recog-
nition, Nationalism was a greater principle still, which
was more important to the life of the country.
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